
 
 

Medication Disposal Coalition of Montcalm County 
Meeting Minutes 
Date 3/20/2020 

Via: Zoom Meeting because of Social Distancing 
10:00am to 11:30am 

 
Mission: 

To provide education and resources for proper disposal of medications in an effort to protect our environment, prevent childhood 
poisonings, and reduce substance abuse. 

 

Present: Ray Holloway, Jodi Faber, John Kroneck, Tom George 
 
Accept the Agenda Motion was made by John Kroneck and support by Tom George; motion passed 
 
Public Comment   was offered; none given 
 
Law enforcements Update It was noted that the Drop Boxes at our locations will probably slow because of 
restricted movement (having people shelter in place because of Covid-19) 
 
New drop box for GPS   Ron is not with us today; Ray will reach out to him and check on progress 
 
Medication Disposal Motion by John Kroneck to postpone the Take Back Day that was scheduled for May until the 
current crisis with Covid-19 has subsided. Supported by Tom George; motion carried 
 
Sharps there was no discussion  
 
Other Items It was suggested to add “Funding” to our agena items; all agreed will be on next  
Deterra bags; need to order on demand only. Communication to existing participants for order and delivery (Jodie 
will seek orders for quantity, size and shipping address for delivery. Orders not to exceed $2,000.00  
 
Montcalm Prevention Collaborative update Jodi gave update from the latest Executive Board meeting 
Case Statement for the Collaborative will be worked on by Amy and Jodi. The Sustainability Team is going to continue 
to meet – in case there is a need for a “Plan B”  
 
Communications Team update Last month’s meeting was cancelled (next meeting April 14th at 9am) 
 
 
Next meeting: 
October 17th, 2018 from 10:00 to 11:30 p.m. via – Zoom Meeting 



Coronavirus Update - Part 3 
Governor Whitmer Executive Order Allows Local Governments to 
Conduct Essential Meetings Virtually 
March 18, 2020 
 
At the urging of the Michigan Municipal League, Governor Whitmer, has issued executive 
order 2020-15 giving local units of government the ability to conduct public meetings 
through remote access technology, including conference calling, real-time streaming, or 
other platforms. 
  
Resolving conflicts between the Open Meetings Act and social distancing requirements 
set by the state, has been one of the most pressing issues of Michigan Municipal League 
members since the COVID-19 situation began. In response to our members, the League 
has worked with the Governor on a potential solution and we are very pleased to see this 
executive order issued today. 
  
This order will allow local governments to meet virtually for the purposes of passing 
budgets, authorizing emergency spending, and taking other action necessary to conduct 
essential government business in public meetings without endangering the health and 
safety of the participants of these meetings. Here are the key parts to the executive order: 
  
1.    Effective immediately and continuing until April 15, 2020 at 11:59 pm, to the extent 
that the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, as amended, MCL 15.261 to 15.272 (“OMA”) 
requires that a meeting of a public body be held in a physical place available to the 
general public or requires the physical presence of one or more members of a public 
body, strict compliance with section 3 of the OMA, MCL 15.263, is temporarily suspended 
in order to alleviate any such physical-place or physical-presence requirements, as 
follows: 
 
(a) A meeting of a public body may be held electronically, including by telephonic 
conferencing or video conferencing, in a manner in which both the general public and the 
members of the public body may participate by electronic means. 
 
(b) A meeting of a public body held electronically must be conducted in a manner that 
permits two-way communication so that members of the public body can hear and be 
heard by other members of the public body and so that general public participants can 
hear members of the public body and can be heard by members of the public body and 
other participants during a public comment period. The public body also may use 
technology to facilitate typed public comments that may be read to or shared with 
members of the public body and other participants. 
 
(c) Members of a public body and of the general public participating electronically will be 
considered present and in attendance at the meeting and may participate in the meeting 
as if physically present at the meeting. 
 
(d) All persons must be permitted to participate in any meeting of a public body held 
electronically, except as otherwise provided in the OMA. 
 
(e) If a public body directly or indirectly maintains an official internet presence, the public 
body must, consistent with and in addition to any other applicable notice requirements 
under the OMA, post advance notice of a meeting held electronically on a portion of the 
public body’s website that is fully accessible to the public. The public notice on the website 
must be included on either the homepage or on a separate webpage dedicated to public 
notices for non-regularly scheduled public meetings or electronic meetings and accessible 



through a prominent and conspicuous link on the website’s homepage that clearly 
describes its purpose for public notification of those non-regularly scheduled or electronic 
public meetings. Notice of a meeting of a public body that will be held electronically must 
include all of the following: 
 
(i) An explanation of the reason why the public body is meeting electronically. 
 
(ii) Detailed procedures by which the public may participate in the meeting electronically, 
including a telephone number, internet address, or both. 
 
(iii) Procedures by which persons may contact members of the public body to provide 
input or ask questions on any business that will come before the public body at the 
meeting. 
 
(iv) Procedures by which persons with disabilities may participate in the meeting. 
 
(f) The right of a person to participate in a meeting of a public body held electronically 
includes the right to tape-record, to videotape, to broadcast live on radio, and to telecast 
live on television the proceedings of the public body at a public meeting. The exercise of 
this right does not depend on the prior approval of the public body. However, a public 
body may establish reasonable rules and regulations to minimize the possibility of 
disrupting the meeting. 
 
(g) A public body may not require a person as a condition of participating in a meeting of 
the public body held electronically to register or otherwise provide his or her name or other 
information or otherwise to fulfill a condition precedent to attendance, other than 
mechanisms necessary to permit the person to participate in a public comment period of 
the meeting. 
 
(h) A person must be permitted to address a meeting of a public body held electronically 
under rules established and recorded by the public body. A person must not be excluded 
from a meeting held electronically otherwise open to the public except for a breach of the 
peace actually committed during the meeting. 
 
(i) During a meeting of a public body held electronically, members of the public body are 
urged to take all votes by roll call to avoid any questions about how each member of the 
public body votes. 
 
(j) If a public body holding a meeting electronically directly or indirectly maintains an 
official internet presence, the public body is encouraged to make available to the general 
public through the public body’s website homepage an agenda and other materials 
relating to the meeting. 
 
(k) Members of the general public otherwise participating in a meeting of a public body 
held electronically may be excluded from participation in a closed session of the public 
body held electronically during that meeting if the closed session is convened and held in 
compliance with the requirements of the OMA applicable to a closed session. 
 
2. A public body holding a meeting electronically as provided under this order is 
encouraged to do so in a manner that effectuates as fully as possible the purposes of the 
OMA, which include promoting government accountability and fostering openness in 
government to enhance responsible decision-making. Discussions or deliberations at an 
open meeting that cannot at a minimum be heard by the general public participating in the 
meeting are contrary to these purposes. Accordingly, members of a public body must 
avoid using email, texting, instant messaging, and other such electronic forms of 



communication to make a decision or deliberate toward a decision, and must avoid 
“round-the-horn” decision-making in a manner not accessible to the public at an open 
meeting. 
 
3. If a decision or other action of a public body is in compliance with the requirements of 
this order and the other requirements of the OMA, it is in compliance with the OMA. 
 
4. Effective immediately and continuing until April 15, 2020 at 11:59 pm, if a statute or rule 
other than the OMA requires that public comments be permitted or a public hearing be 
held, including in conjunction with the issuance of a permit or a hearing required under the 
Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, 1968 PA 2, as amended, MCL 141.421 to 
141.440a, a public body or department or agency may provide a means for remote public 
comment or participation through the use of any technology that would facilitate a member 
of the general public’s ability to participate remotely to the same extent as if the member 
of the general public appeared in person. If not expressly authorized by statute or rule, 
written comment, including by electronic means, also is permitted. 
 
5. Effective immediately and continuing until April 15, 2020 at 11:59 pm, strict compliance 
with subsection 6 of section 11a, subsection 7 of section 384, and subsection 1 of section 
418a of the Revised School Code, 1976 PA 451, as amended, MCL 380.11a(6), MCL 
380.384(7), and MCL 380.418a(1), is temporarily suspended so as not to require school 
district boards to hold meetings at least once each month. 
 
6. Nothing in this order permits a public body to limit or restrict the rights of the press or 
other news media. Members of public bodies are encouraged to facilitate access by 
members of the press and other news media both to meetings held electronically and to 
members of public bodies. 
 
7. As used in this order, the terms “decision,” “meeting,” and “public body” mean those 
terms as defined under section 2 of the OMA, MCL 15.262, except this order does not 
apply to state legislative bodies. 
 
8. A provision of this order will prevail over any conflicting provision of a local charter, 
ordinance, or rule. 
 
9. This order supersedes sections 2 and 3 of Executive Directive 2020-2. 
 
 
It is important to reiterate that this executive order should be used to conduct essential 
business. In conducting these remote-access meetings, it is required that local units of 
government comply with all the requirements of the executive order, including public 
notice provisions, public access and public participation. 
  
This action will remain in place until April 15, 2020 or until such time the Governor 
rescinds this order if the Legislature provides sufficiently comfortable protections by 
statute. 
  
The League is scheduling a free webinar for our members about this executive order and 
what it means to communities. We will send a separate email with those webinar details 
when they become available. 
  
The Michigan Press Association (MPA) has developed a method for League members to 
get notices of emergency meetings up on MIPublicNotices.com. All you need to do is 
email emergencypublicnotices@michiganpress.org with the notice and what county you 
are in and they will take it from there. There will be a button on the MIPublicNotices.com 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RYiLuGRJ-Kuf0cpcO11jFuLs23FewvTa7woeMB5803UwsmVsRiSodgxx25lODx0L-hcbK81OR5gtcdFdbWbFlbV1Svg3zNTIBt2aw75ScBuFiTPmAFwHy8pGdOX-0bgRwveWnYLtvl-hvx30A2R4q3Abcw6Yx80o&c=_cbVsDamYpDmy3aiPSSb351Lb40PGiydGF7JmpDzKfmT2uvnpDosPQ==&ch=_bLl_2o66aaO4Ulp5vU9bBOYf3MIcDPebVeNaQKMhA7ChXfrV2Rq-w==
mailto:emergencypublicnotices@michiganpress.org


homepage labeled “Emergency Coronavirus Meetings” that will take the reader to all these 
uploaded notices. The reader can search for notices by county if they desire. The MPA 
also asks that our members continue to post notices as the law requires for their meetings 
in the normal way. During these unprecedented times, we appreciate the willingness of 
the MPA to assist our members. 
  
This executive order does not address another key issue our members have asked us 
about dealing with Freedom of Information Act requests. Please know the League is 
actively working to address these concerns and other COVID-19-related questions you 
have. 
  
We have established a COVID-19 resource page that includes the latest news and 
information for local governments. We also have established a partnership with Governor 
Whitmer’s office where our members can send us questions, they have for the Governor. 
We are posting the answers to your questions as soon as we get them here on this page. 
  
Stay healthy! 

  
 

Daniel P. Gilmartin 
CEO and Executive Director 
Michigan Municipal League 
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