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BELDING — The Montcalm Preven-
tion Collaborative (MPC) proudly host-
ed its third Compassion Cures event, a 
pivotal initiative aimed at combatting 
stigma and fostering compassion with-
in our community.

Held on Feb. 16, the event featured 
keynote speaker Judge Linda Davis, 
whose personal journey epitomizes 
the transformative power of overcom-
ing stigma and embracing compassion.

Davis, renowned for her crucial role 
in the inception of Families Against 
Narcotics (FAN), shared her inspira-
tional story of personal growth and 
resilience. As the former executive di-
rector of FAN and retired judge from 
the 41B District Court, Davis’s insights 
illuminated the path towards greater 
empathy and understanding.

Accompanying Davis were esteemed 
panelists representing diverse commu-
nity organizations. Jan Wheelock from 
The Gathering Place, Dana Bedore 
Phillips from Safe and Sacred, Norice 
Rasmussen and Wendy Baty from the 
Education Foundation of Greenville, 
and Pastor Jason Dillingham from 
Table Faith Community contributed 
invaluable perspectives on fostering 
compassion within our society.

Sponsored by MCC, Montcalm Care Network, and Corewell Health, the 

event provided a platform for open di-
alogue and collaboration. Attendees 
enjoyed a catered breakfast from Can-
dlestone’s Water Tower Grille before 
engaging in thought-provoking discus-
sions led by Davis and the panelists. 
Topics ranged from identifying areas 
of compassion excellence to address-
ing barriers and brainstorming inno-
vative solutions.

A highlight of the event was the 
interactive table discussions where 
attendees from various organizations 
shared insights, ideas, and strategies 
for promoting compassion within our 
communities. The overwhelming re-
sponse to a post-event satisfaction 
survey underscores the demand for 
continued collaboration and dialogue. 
Attendees expressed a strong desire 
for future events, indicating a collec-
tive enthusiasm for nurturing compas-
sion within our community. 

MPC extends its gratitude to all 
sponsors, speakers, panelists, and at-
tendees for their invaluable contribu-
tions to making the third Compassion 
Cures event a resounding success. To-
gether, we are building a more com-
passionate and inclusive community.

For more information about Mont-
calm Prevention Collaborative and 
future events, visit MontcalmPreven-
tion.org or email coordinator@mont-
calmprevention.org.

Montcalm Area Career  
Center students make  

donation to animal shelter
Submitted by the Montcalm Area Career Center

Every year, students at the Mont-
calm Area Career Center participate 
in a Penny War where each class chal-
lenges the other to raise the most mon-
ey for a local organization, charity, or 
cause they all determine collectively. 

The goal is for each class to collect 
the most pennies or checks made pay-
able to the charity. Classes may sabo-
tage other classes by dumping silver 
coins and dollar bills into their class 
baskets. The Penny Wars run in the 
month November. 

This year, students were extremely 
generous, and in one week, they col-
lected $3,285 which they determined 
would go to the Montcalm County Ani-
mal Shelter. The winning classes were 
the morning session of the Welding 
Program and the afternoon session of 
the Health Sciences Program.

With the funds raised, students pur-
chased food, treats, cleaning products, 
and other supplies for animals along 
with six new Kuranda dog beds. They 
also supplied the shelter with a $665.00 
gift card to Tractor Supply Company 
(which provided a generous discount 
for the supplies students purchased) 
and a check for $1,269.19 to help pay for 
veterinarian bills.

Students in the Youth Advisory 
Council presented all the supplies, the 
TSC gift card and a check to the Mont-

calm County Animal Shelter on Feb. 
22. 

Animal Shelter Director Autumn 
Pumford wishes to extend her most 
sincere appreciation to the students. 

“We are so thankful for all the do-
nations and the tremendous gesture 
of charitable giving the students have 
displayed,” Pumford said. “We will 
make sure these items are all put to 
great use for the animals we serve in 

our shelter. We encourage everyone 
to consider Montcalm County Animal 
Shelter when they are looking to adopt 
a pet.”

The Animal Shelter posts all 
adoptable animals on their “Adopt 
a Pet” site at adoptapet.com/shel-
t e r / 8 7 0 8 9 - m o n t c a l m - c o u n t y - a n i -
mal-control-stanton-michigan and on 
their Facebook page at facebook.com/
MontcalmCoAC.
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Over 23 Years
in Business

Everyday Low Prices

Miner Road FabricsMiner Road Fabrics
9617 Miner Road 

Carson City, MI 48811 • 989-584-2163
Cash or Check Only

OVER 1,000 BOLTS IN STOCK
FABRIC: Blank, Northcot, RJR, Fabriquilt, Batiks, 
Kona Solids, Quilting Treasures, Wildlife Prints, 

Flannels & More!
NOTIONS: Buttons, Threads, Zippers, Etc.

Fat Quarters, Blank Fabrication Strips, Gift Items

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM • SAT 1-6PM

& Notions, 
Etc.

Superior MI.comGranite

989.584.3724
Jeff@SuperiorGraniteMi.com

GRANITE
Superior

COUNTER TOPS & KITCHENS

6980 S.Garlock Rd Carson City, MI

Cabinets  Granite  QUARTZ  tile Backsplash- -  -

Living Room
Carpet Cleaning

$99.00

2 Bedrooms &
Living Room

$169.00

www.SuperiorCarpetsInc.com  
Sofa Cleaning

$89.00
Recliner $49.00

IS  YOUR  CARPET
Fresh and Clean?

Superior
CARPET CLEANERS

& In-Home Flooring Sales
989.584.3724

Our Cleaning Services:
Carpet & Furniture 
Air Duct Cleaning
Vinyl & Tile Floor

CARSON CITY

CALL 616-754-9301 TODAY 
TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SHOP LOCAL FEATURE.DAILY NEWS

ShopShop SupportSupport
Montcalm Area Reading Council

Montcalm Area Reading CouncilMontcalm Area Reading Council

Montcalm Area Reading Council is looking for people to 
tutor our newest ESL learners. It only takes an hour a week.
TRAINING IS FREE! You do not need to be fluent in Spanish.

DO YOU SPEAK SOME SPANISH?
 MARC NEEDS YOU! 

200 W. Judd St.  •  Greenville
616-824-2408  •  marchelpsu@gmail.com

CONTACT MARC DIRECTOR AMANDA LEE AT (616) 824-2408

BEST
PHOTOGRAPHER
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VoteVote

THE AMISH COOK  |  Gloria Yoder

AMISH COOK RECIPE: 
EASY TACO SKILLET MEAL

INGREDIENTS
1 pound ground beef
1 pint tomato juice
3 /4 cup water
1 package taco seasoning
2 tablespoons brown sugar
1 cup rice
1-2 cup cups of shredded cheese (any kind you 

like)
Optional: Lettuce, sour cream, salsa

INSTRUCTIONS
Brown beef in a skillet with a lid. Add the rest 

of the ingredients and simmer until rice is tender, 
stirring several times throughout. Top with cheese 
and let it melt. Let it melt. Serve with lettuce, sour 
cream, salsa.

Life’s 
unplanned 
challenges

The sun is shining. Ah, the wonder 
of spring becoming reality.

Doesn’t it take the winter chill 
to enable us to appreciate the soothing 
rays of sunshine?

Isn’t that life itself? The difficult life 
events generate a rest and tranquility no 
other could reformat.

I find that those older people in my 
life who are full of the sweetness and 
gentleness I covet are often the ones 
who have passed through the heat of 
the battles of life and learned to accept 
situations as they are.

This past week, we had one of those 
reminders of life not being as planned. A 
6-week-old baby died through the night 
of SIDS. For that young family, the sting 
is real, and it’s sharp. 

Though I didn’t know the family 
well, when I was a teenager, I babysat 
for a little girl who was a cousin to this 
baby’s mother. Though they are not 
an Amish family we became friends 
through this connection. Though we 
rarely saw them, I still felt that kinship 
as years passed. Our children were 
spellbound by the story of such a tiny 
baby going to heaven.

We decided to all go to the viewing. 
It was an excellent opportunity for the 
children to experience the sovereignty 
of God, even in a situation as difficult as 
such.

It was precious to me; our six chil-
dren gathered with me around the white 
cradle where baby Stetson was placed. 
Together we marveled, such sweet in-
nocence. My mind went back to my two 
stillborn sisters years ago, now bloom-
ing in heaven.

Continues on Page 11

Small change makes a big difference

The Youth Advisory Council from Montcalm Area Career Center, from left, Payton Stauffer, Raiden Lay, 
Josephine Harrison, Alex Hunt, Colton MacKillican, Shelter Mascot Ryme, Montcalm County Animal Shel-
ter Director Autumn Pumford, Gavin Nichols, Animal Control Officer Maria Kilchermann, Brayden Bonga, 
James Dewey presented all supplies, a TSC gift card and a check to the Montcalm County Animal Shelter 
on Feb. 22. Not pictured are class advisers Kyle Deal, welding teacher, and Kiley Johnson, school counsel-
or. — Submitted photo

Judge Linda Davis, renowned for her crucial role in 
the inception of Families Against Narcotics (FAN), 
shared her inspirational story of personal growth 
and resilience during the Montcalm Prevention 
Collaborative’s Compassion Cures event on Feb. 16. 
— Submitted photo

Montcalm Prevention Collaborative hosts 
third successful Compassion Cures event




